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Indigenous Fijian fisher with a fishing net in Vanua Levu, Fiji.
' ChameleonsEye/Shutterstock.com (*)













30 Engaging Indigenous Peoples and Local Communities, and Embracing Indigenous and Local Knowledge in Marine Spatial Planning  
Volume 2 – Good Practices

3.2. Speci�c recommendations per 
phase of the MSP process

The MSPglobal International Guide on Marine/
Maritime Spatial Planning proposes six phases6 to 
organize the MSP process, these are: 1) Setting the scene; 
2) Designing the planning process; 3) Assessments
for planning; 4) Developing the marine spatial plan;
5) Enabling implementation of the marine spatial plan;

6.	 The general tasks provided by the MSPglobal Guide for each of the six phases are presented in orange boxes preceding the speci�c 
recommendations for engaging IPLCs and embracing ILK in MSP processes. 

6) Monitoring, evaluation, and adaptation of the
process and the marine spatial plan (UNESCO-IOC and
European Commission, 2021). Some of these phases
of the MSP process may occur in parallel and speci�c
recommendations are suggested for each of them to
foster the engagement of IPLCs and the integration
of ILK, aligned with internationally recognized human
rights-based approaches for Indigenous Peoples and local
communities.

MSPglobal International Guide on Marine/Maritime Spatial Planning.
' UNESCO-IOC and European Commission

As MSP processes typically begin under government 
initiative, principally at the national level but also at sub-
national and local levels, these Good Practices were primarily 
designed to support the government sector in engaging 
IPLCs in MSP processes within their constituency or, at the 
very least, during the initial phases of the process. However, 
acknowledging the increasing number of IPLCs that have 
gained control over their ancestral territories, it is likely that 
IPLCs will progressively take the lead in MSP processes, 
especially at the community level or in collaboration with 
a group of communities. These Good Practices anticipate 
the possibility of IPLCs initiating and conducting MSP 
processes within their area of jurisdiction; therefore, these 
recommendations should be carefully considered and 
adjusted based on the level of authority under which the 
MSP process is being conducted.

While the following recommendations outline basic 
requirements for an inclusive and equitable engagement 
and autonomy of IPLCs in MSP processes, it is important 
to note that these are not exhaustive. Implementing good 
practices for engaging IPLCs and including their knowledge 
in MSP is a continuous exercise, and additional strategies 
may emerge and evolve as new insights are gained in this 
�eld � especially through the active contribution of IPLCs 
themselves in these processes.














































