
That young people in small-scale artisanal
fisheries contribute significantly to the
value chains of small-scale artisanal
fisheries.

Youth living in coastal communities
historically experience a lack of opportunity
for education, welfare, job opportunities
and local development.

Statement of the voices of the youth of
small-scale artisanal fisher folks of the
Network of Responsible Fishing Marine

Areas and Marine Territories of Life
Puntarenas, Costa Rica




Considering: 

That the Network of Responsible Fishing
Marine Areas and Marine Territories of Life
has in its constitutive act in the year 2014,
based on values and principles.

That the Network has strengthened and
prioritized the work with the youth of small-
scale artisanal fishing.

That small-scale artisanal fishing is a way
of life, culturally and economically relevant
for the country.

That 8 out of 10 small-scale artisanal fisher
folks do not have fishing permits that
guarantee access to decent work

 
That artisanal fisher folks face structural
problems that do not allow adequate
development: access to the sea, land
tenure, social security and fair and
equitable distribution of benefits.

That small-scale artisanal fishing
contributes to the food security of local
communities and at the national level.

That small-scale artisanal fishing is passed
on from generation to generation.

That young people involved in the different
value chains have valuable knowledge and
know-how for the conservation of the
biodiversity of the sea, coasts, rivers, lakes
and lagoons.



Therefore: 

Young small-scale artisanal fisher folks have adequate opportunities and conditions to
continue to carry out the activity of small-scale artisanal fishing as a dignified and hopeful
trade.


The educational centers in coastal communities, consider establishing special schedules that
allow young people to have access to study and also to the practice of small-scale artisanal
fishing.

There are affirmative actions, such as scholarships and others, that allow small-scale
young fishermen to have access to education. 




Fishing permits are provided to young people between 15 - 18 years of age to allow
them access to decent work. 

That the “12 Remos” model be adopted, which guarantees an orderly process and
regularization of small-scale artisanal fisher folks. 




Fishing organizations include representatives of young people in their decision-making
structures. 




Guarantee the right of youth from Afro-tribal, local and indigenous communities to carry
out their traditional activities in National Parks, Mixed Refuges and other Protected
Areas.




Require INCOPESCA to develop adequate programs to promote small-scale artisanal
fishing.




Ensure that every marine development and conservation initiative promoted by
government institutions, private companies and non-governmental organizations takes
into account the knowledge and opinions of young artisanal fisher folks. 





